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A discussion on toleration.
[A.D. 1773
I introduced the subject of toleration \ JOHNSON. ' Ev ery society has a right to preserve publick peace and order and therefore has a good right to prohibit the propagatior of opinions which have a dangerous tendency. To say th< magistrate has this right, is using an inadequate word: it i; the society for which the magistrate is agent. He may b< morally or theologically wrong in restraining the propaga tion of opinions which he thinks dangerous, but he is politi cally right.' MAYO. ' I am of opinion, Sir, that every mat is entitled to liberty of conscience in religion; and that th< magistrate cannot restrain that right.' JOHNSON. 'Sir, '. agree with you. Every man has a right to liberty of con science, and with that the magistrate cannot interfere. Peo pie confound liberty of thinking with liberty of talking nay, with liberty of preaching. Every man has a physica right to think as he pleases; for it cannot be discoverec how he thinks. He has not a moral right, for he ought t< inform himself, and think justly. But, Sir, no member o a society has a right to teach any doctrine contrary to wha the society holds to be true. The magistrate, I say, mai be wrong in what he thinks: but while he thinks himsel right, he may and ought to enforce what he thinks5.' MAYO ' Then, Sir, we are to remain always in errour, and trutl never can prevail; and the magistrate was right in persecut ing the first Christians.' JOHNSON.' Sir, the only method b] which religious truth can be established is by martyrdom The magistrate has a right to enforce what he thinks; anc he who is conscious of the truth has a right to suffer. ' am afraid there is no other way of ascertaining the truth
/, April 3,1776, April 3, 1779, and April 28,1783. 2 Rousseau went further than Johnson in this. About eleven year earlier he had, in his Contrat Social, iv. 8, laid down certain 'simpl dogmas,' such as the belief in a God and a future state, and said :-'Sans pouvoir obliger personne a les croire, il [le Souverain] peu bannir de 1'Etat quiconque ne les croit pas: . . . Que si quelqu'ur apres avoir reconnu publiquement ces m£m.es dogmes, se condui comme ne les croyant pas, qu'il soit puni de mort; il a commis I plus grand des crimes, il a menti devant les lois.'
buhed by Boswell. The marria£ was not a happy one. Two years after Beau clerk's death, Mr. Burk looking at his widow's house, said in Miss Burney's presence:—' I ai extremely glad to see her at last so well housed; poor woman! tl
